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The  Burden  of  Knowledge 

Moral  Dilemmas  in  Prenatal  Testing 


A  pregnant  woman  answers  her 
phone,  hears  that  the  resuhs  of  her 
prenatal  tests  are  in,  then  closes  her 
eyes  and  holds  her  breath  because  the 
next  few  words  will  bring  her  either 
one  of  life's  greatest  joys  or  one  of  its 
greatest  burdens  -  The  Burden  of 
Knowledge. 

That's  the  title  of  the  50-minute 
video-documentary  The  Burden  of 
Knowledge:  Moral  Dilemmas  in 
'  Prenatal  Testing  that  premiered 
January  4  at  Dartmouth  College  in 
Hanover,  N.H.,  and  January  31,  as 
part  of  a  public  humanities  program 
in  conjunction  with  the  film,  at  the 
University  of  Montana.  That  program 
included  a  panel  discussion  of  the 
film  with  geneticist  John  Opitz  from 
Helena  (former  Chair  of  the  MCH); 
Jan  Willms,  Director  of  the  Institute 
for  Medicine  and  Humanities  in 
Missoula;  UM  Philosophers  Albert 
Borgmann  and  Deborah  Slicer;  co- 
producer  Deni  Elliot;  and  UM/ 
Mansfield  Center  Economist  Dennis 
0"Donnell.  The  film  project  was 
funded  by  the  Montana  Committee 
for  the  Humanities,  the  Dartmouth 
Ethics  Institute,  the  Mansfield  Center 
at  UM,  and  the  New  Hampshire 
Humanities  Council. 

Deni  Elliot,  Mansfield  Professor 
of  Ethics  and  Public  Affairs  at  the 
University  of  Montana,  spent  two 
I  years  developing  the  video  project, 
together  with  her  co-producers  Bob 
Drake,  an  independent  filmmaker 


from  New  Hampshire,  and  Wendy 
Conquest,  filmmaker  and  ethicist  at 
the  Dartmouth  Ethics  Institute. 

"Our  underlying  question  of 
whether  to  bring  to  term  a  certain 
kind  of  child,  whether  that  category 
is  gender,  sexual  orientation,  or 
disability,  is  a  topic  we  need 
discussed  in  the  public  forum,"  says 
Professor  Elliot. 

What  was  once  an  accident  of 
nature-  giving  birth  to  a  child  with 
actual  or  potential  mental  or  physical 
disabilities  -  is  increasingly  a 
voluntary  act.  At  least  340 
characteristics  are  now  detectable 
prior  to  birth.  The  Human  Genome 
Project,  which  is  making  available 
more  and  more  biochemical 
information  about  our  human 
makeup,  promises  an  ever-widening 
window  on  the  womb.  This 
powerful  documentary  film  explores 
that  ever-widening  window  on  the 
womb. 

It  poses  questions  such  as:  what 


infomiation  about  the  developing 
fetus  should  be  known?  and,  what 
moral  responsibilities  follow  from 
the  discovery  of  abnomialities? 

The  documentary  focuses  on 
seven  families'  different  experiences 
with  prenatal  testing.  The  film  asks 
two  questions:  how  do  families 
prepare  for  decisions  based  on 
biochemical  information  and  how 
has  the  knowledge  that  this 
information  exists  changed  the 
experience  of  pregnancy  for  women? 

Women  are  routinely  offered 
maternal  serum  screening,  which  can 
predict  fetal  risks  such  as  down 
syndrome.  Yet,  whether  women 
should  access  such  information  and 
what  moral  responsibilities  follow 
from  accessing  the  information  has 
never  before  been  explored  in  a 
documentary. 

"It's  just  a  blood  test,"  comments 
one  expectant  mother  about  her 
serum  screening. 

"If  the  results  are  normal,  it's  just 
a  blood  test,"  counters  a  genetic 
counselor.  "If  not,  its  the  start  of  a 
roller  coaster  ride." 

A  copy  of  the  video  is  available 
for  educational  purposes  through  the 
MCH  Media  Collection.  Call 
Instructional  Media  Services  at 
243-5976  to  borrow  this  or  any  of 
MCH's  other  media  holdings.  A 
catalog  of  these  holdings  is  available 
upon  request. 
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NEW  MEMBERS  AND  OFFICERS  ELECTED 


Five  new  members  have  been  elected  to  Ibur- 
year  terms  on  the  Committee's  Board  of 

Directors  as  of  January  I. 

Rudi  Dietrich.  Bo/emaii. 
one  of  two  new  academic 
members,  is  a  professor  of 
photography  in  the 
Department  of  Film  and 
Television  at  Montana  State 
University.  Born  in  Austria, 
where  he  afso  received  his 
initial  schooling.  Rudi  has        '^"'''  "'■"'''' 
been  at  M.S.U.  since  the  mid-1960s,  first  as  a 
student  and  then,  since  1973,  as  a  faculty 
member.  He  has  exhibited  his  photography 
throughout  the  region  and  is  currently  interested 
in  the  use  of  computers  in  photography. 
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Frederick  Gilliard.  also 
a  new  academic  member  of 
the  MCH  Board,  is 
President  of  The  College  of 
Great  Falls.  President 
Gilliard  has  recently 
returned  to  Montana  after 
holding  academic  positions 
in  colleges  and  universities 
in  Indiana.  Connecticut,  and 
Michigan.  Dr.  Gilliard  graduated  from  Northern 
Montana  College  in  Havre  with  a  B.A..  from 
the  University  of  Montana  with  an  M.A..  and 
from  the  University  of  Utah  with  a  Ph.D..  all  in 
English  Literature. 

.lennifer  Jeffries 
Thotnpson.  Helena,  is  one 
ot  three  new  public 
members  tin  the  MCH 
Board,  .lennifer  is  currently 
an  independent  scholar  and 
consultant.  From  1976  to 
['■M2  she  uas  on  the  staff 
at  the  Montana  Historical 
Society,  serving  most  of 
that  time  as  Curator  of 
Education.  Jennifer  received  her  B.A.  from 
Kalama/oo  College  in  Michigan  and  her  M.A. 
from  the  Uni\ersit\  of  lilaho.  both  in  history. 

Harold  ,|.  Stearns.  .In. 

Missoula  and  f)illon.  is 

another  public  member 

elected  to  the  MCH  Board. 

Hal  has  taught  Social 

Studies  at  Sentinel  High 

School  in  Missoula  since 

1972.  He  received  his  B.A. 

degree  from  Notre  Dame. 

and  his  M.A.  and  Ed.D. 

degrees  from  the  University  of  Montana.  The 
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recipient  of  many  teaching  awards.  Hal  received 
the  State  of  Montana's  Teacher  of  the  Year  Award 
in  1986  and  U.S.  West's  Montana's  Outstanding 
Teacher  Award  in  1989.  Hals  father.  Harold  J. 
Stearns.  Sr.,  served  on  the  first  MCH  Board. 

(Jermaine  A.  White.  St. 

Ignatius,  is  the  third  new 
public  member.  She  is  the 
Cultural  Resource  Program 
Manager  for  the  Flathead 
Culture  Committee.  An 
enrolled  member  of  the 
Confederated  Salish  and 
Kootenai  Tribes.  Germaine 
has  held  numerous  cultural 
and  educational  positions  on 
the  Flathead  Reservation,  including  serving  as  an 
instructor  in  the  Native  American  Studies 
Program  at  Salish-Kootenai  College.  She 
received  her  B.A.  degree  in  Liberal  Studies  at  the 
University  of  Montana  and  recently  completed 
work  for  her  M.Ed,  degree  in  Multicultural/ 
Bilingual  Education  at  Eastern  Montana  College. 

White  Sulphur  Springs  rancher  .Jamie  Doggett 

has  been  re-elected  Chair  of  the  Montana 
Committee  for  the  Humanities,  and  Judy 
Browning  of  Helena  was  re-elected  Vice-Chair. 
Jamie  is  a  lobbyist  for  the  Montana 
Cattlewomen's  .Association,  rural  supervisor  for 
the  Meagher  County  Conservation  District, 
counsellor  at  Montana  Girls'  State,  and  first  vice 
president  of  the  Montana  Federation  of 
Republican  Women.  Judy  is  an  attorney  and 
Chief  of  Staff  for  Gov  ernor  Racicot.  Her 
activities  focus  on  Montana's  libraries,  and 
various  civic,  cultural,  and  legal  issues  in  Helena 
and  the  state. 


MANY  THANKS  TO  OUR 
OUT-GOING  MEMBERS 

Michael  Beehler,  Bozeman 

Paul  Monaco,  Billings 

Bruce  Toole,  Billings 

David  Waiter,  Helena 


^^ONTANA  THIS  MORNING  CONTINUES  IN  '94 

MCH's  television  program, 
broadcast  eacii  weekday  morning 
on  all  CBS  stations  and  affiliates 
in  Montana  between  7:07  and 
7:10  a.m.  since  last  June,  will 
continue  throughout  1 994. 
Designed  as  a  program  to  bring 
the  humanities  into  Montanans" 
homes  on  a  regular  basis, 
Montana  This  Marning 
broadcasts  edited  interviews  with 
a  variety  of  guests  representing 
diverse  parts  of  our  shared  public 
and  cultural  life.  In  their  own 
ways  and  from  their  own 
perspectives,  all  of  the  guests 


.Itinifie  Pease  Windy  Boy  and  I'V  Prodiicer/Hosl  (Jlenda  Wallact 
Photo  hx  Todd  Goodrich 


reflect  on  this  place  we  live,  who  we  have  been,  who  we  are,  what  our  shared  values 
are,  what  separates  us.  what  our  visions  of  Montana's  future  are,  and  what  problems 
confront  us  as  we  move  toward  the  21st  century. 

During  the  first  30  weeks  of  the  program,  which  ended  on  December  31.  1993.  host/ 
producer  Glenda  Wallace  interviewed  writers  (Bill  Kittredge.  Mary  Clearman  Blew. 
and  James  Welch);  artists  (Dana  Boussard.  Russell  Chatham,  and  Rob  Quist); 
elected  officials  (Senators  Burns  and  Baucus,  Rep.  Williams,  Governor  Racicot,  and 
State  Rep.  Angela  Russell):  scholars  (Bill  Bevis,  Michael  Malone,  Deni  Elliot. 
kGeorge  Horse  Capture,  and  Jack  Horner):  and  others,  including  out  of  state  guests. 

Responses  to  the  program  have  been  very  positive,  and  the  MCH  has  made  plans  to 
continue  the  program  through  1994.  The  diverse  guests  Glenda  has  interviewed  so  far 
in  1994  include  tax  reformer  Rob  Natelson:  Missoula  Mayor  Dan  Kemmis:  Monte 
Dolack,  graphic  artist:  Janine  Pease  Windy  Boy,  President  of  Little  Big  Horn  College 
on  the  Crow  Reservation:  writers  David  Long  and  David  Quamnien.  Montanans  will 
also  soon  see  interviews  with  Jane  Alexander,  currently  Chair  of  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts:  writers  Dee  McNamer  and  Tom  McGuane;  and 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  Nancy  Keenan. 

MONTANA  THIS  MORNING  is  a  cooperative  project  of  the  MCH  and  KPAX  TV  of 
Missoula.  Additional  financial  support  is  provided  by  ASARCO,  Inc.  Join  us  at  7:07 
each  weekday  morning,  with  or  without  your  first  cup  of  coffee,  on  your  local  CBS 
station! 

~  BECOME  A  FRIEND 

Return  this  coupon  uitli  your  gift  of  $20  or  more  and  receive  a  subscription  to  tlie  MCH 
newsletter  and  inontlily  Calendar  of  Events  tluil  will  keep  roii  informed  of  public  Immunities 

events  throughout  Montcma.  Yes,  make  me  a  special  Friend.  Enclosed  is  my  gift  of: 

$20  to  $99,  Friend  $100  to  $499,  Sustainer 

$  500  to  $999,  Benefactor  $1000  or  more.  Patron 

name  as  you  wish  it  to  appear 


address 


city,  state,  zip  telephone 

Please  mal<e  your  check  payable  to  MCH-Fiiends 


SCHOLARS  AND 
SCHOOLS  SOUGHT 

MCH  is  seeking  a  qualified  humanities 
scholar  or  teacher  to  serve  in  its  Scholar 
in  the  Schools  program.  The  scholar  will 
work  in  a  selected  rural  school  district  in 
Montana  for  the  1994  -  1995  Academic 
Year. 

The  term  of  residency  involves  a  part- 
time  commitment  beginning  in  August 
1994.  The  stipend  including  travel  and 
per  diem  is  $8,500. 

Duties  include  working  with  teachers 
and  students  as  a  resource  person  in  a 
variety  of  ways:  curriculum  consultant, 
lecturer,  in-service  provider,  and 
coordinator  for  special  activities. 

Deadline  for  applications  is  April  1, 
1994.  To  apply,  please  send  MCH  the 
following  information:  a  professional 
vita,  a  list  of  three  references,  and  a 
cover  letter  addressing  how  your 
background  prepared  you  for  this 
position:  areas  of  expertise  in  the 
humanities:  how  you  would  enhance 
humanities  teaching  and  programming  at 
a  rural  site;  and  what  impact  you 
envision  this  residency  would  have  on 
the  humanities  curriculum. 

Rural  schools  interested  in  hosting 
the  program  should  contact  MCH  at 
243-6022  for  information. 

RECENT  CONTRIBUTORS 

(Since  our  last  Newsletter) 

PATRONS 

Lee  Rostad 

BENEFACTORS 

George  and  Jane  Dennison 

Sherlee  and  Leo  Graybill 

SUSTAINERS 

William  Bevis 

Judy  Browning 

Bill  Chaloupka 

Jamie  Doggett 

David  Kamos 

Rosemarie  Strope 

David  Stewart 

\     FRIENDS 

Elwin  E.  Bennington 

Helen  M.  Dale 

Wendcl  and  Larrie  Jean  Ferguson 

Rebecca  Johnston 

Joanna  Kurtz 

Marjorie  L.  Lukanitsh 

Helen  E.  Mueller 

Thomas  and  Gail  Reynolds 

Frances  Senska 

Stephen  Sylvester 

University  Unitarian  Fellowship 

YMCAofBillincs 


G    R    AN    TS         AWARDED 


November  1993  -  February  1994 


•  Conventional  and  Alternative  Medicine. 

Institute  of  MediLine  and  Humanities, 
Missoula.  $500. 

•  MMA/SOR  Cooperative  Project  Proposal, 
Missoula  Museum  ol  the  .^rts.  Missoula. 
$1,700. 

•  Men's  Voices.  Havre-Hill  County  Library. 
Havre,  $1,465. 

•  The  University  of  Montana  School  of 
Journalism  Native  American  Honors 
Project.  The  University  of  Montana  School  of 
Journalism.  Missoula.  $2,500. 

•  Cultural  Inventory  and  Assessment  of 
Metis  Community.  Performing  Arts  League, 
Choteau.  $500. 

•  .leannette.  Rchecca,  and  Nellie,  Public 


Media  Inc..  New  York.  New  York.  $1,000. 
Media  .Scripting  Grant. 

•  Unlocking  Minds  Behind  Bars  III; 
Humanities  Programming  in  the  VVCC,  Ad 
Hoc  Committee  for  Humanities 
Programming  at  WCC.  Missoula.  $2,999. 

•  Medical  Ethical  Dilemmas  in  Literature, 
Institute  of  Medicine  and  Humanities, 
Mis.soula.  $1,996. 

•  Montana's  Literary  Voices.  William  K. 
Kohrs  Memorial  Library;  Deer  Lodge. 
$1,156. 

•  The  Radiant  Object,  School  of  Art  at 
Montana  State  University.  Bo/eman.  $1 .000. 

•  Native  American  Cultures:  Preserving 
Our  Past,  Protecting  Our  Future.  Montana 


GRANT  APPLICATION  DEADLINES 


Type  of  (;rant 
Application 

.\mount 
Requested 

Application 
Deadline 

Projects 
Beginning 

Immcdiati.- 
Action 

ssiiii  ,ir  less 

2  weeks  prior 
to  event 

2  \'.  eeks  after 
application 

General.  Short 
Form.  Planning 
&  Oral  History 

s?.nnn  or  less 

$3,000  or  less 

20th  of 
each  month 

1 0  weeks  after 
application  deadline       ! 

General.  Short 
Form.  Planning. 
&  Oral  History 

Over  S3.000 

March  20.  1994 
August  20.  1994 
October  20,  1994 

May  30.  1994                1 
October  3 1.1994 
December  29,  1994 

Media  Scripting 

11 

SLOOOorless 

20th  of  each  month 

6  weeks  after                  ! 
application  deadline 

State  University  Center  for  Native  American 
Studies.  Bozeman.  $5,695. 

•  Montana  Harvest.  Montana  Harvest  Ad 
Hoc  Committee.  Washington.  DC.  $1,000. 

•  Sustaining  the  Wild  in  Wilderness. 
Department  of  History  and  Philosophy. 
Montana  State  University.  Bozeman.  $3,000. 

•  Inspiring  Kids  (and  .Adults)  to  Read!!  .\n 
Author's  Day.  Helena  Public  Schools. 
Helena.  $500. 

•  Jeannette,  Rebecca,  and  Nellie.  Public 
Media  Inc..  New  York.  New  York.  $3,000. 
Media  Production. 

•  In  the  Thoreau  Tradition  III:  New 
Paradigms  for  Old  Karth.  Hellgate  Writers. 
Missoula.  $10,200. 

•  Montana  (Jold:  Wheat  Production  in  the 
Golden  Triangle  and  Landmarks  in  a  Sea 
of  Grass.  Cascade  County  Historical 
Society.  Great  Falls.  $500. 

•  Visit  by  Bella  .\bzug  to  The  University  of 
Montana.  VNoiiiens  Studies  and  School  ol 
Law  at  the  University  of  Montana,  Missoula. 
$500. 

•  Tibet  is  Near,  Eastern  Montana  College. 
Big  Sky  Philosophy  Society,  and  Rocky 
Mountain  College  Peace  Institute,  Billings. 
$300. 

•  19th  Century  Plains  Indians.  Clancy 
Elemcnlar)  School.  Clancy.  $1,684. 

•  Banquet  Speaker  for  the  4th  Annual 
Eastern  Montana  Historical  Society 
Meeting.  Hastern  Montana  Historical  Society 
and  H.  Earl  Clack  Museum.  Havre.  $835. 

•  Montana  .Archaeological  Si>ciety  1994 
Annual  Meeting.  Montana  Archaeological 
Societv.  Billings,  $971. 


The  Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities 

PO.  Box  8036, 
Hellgate  Station 
Missoula,  MI  59807 
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